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COOPERATION BETWEEN THE REPUBLIC OF 

UZBEKISTAN WITH EASTERN ASIAN COUNTRIES :  

IN THE EXAMPLE OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

Saidamirkhan Makhmudov 

 

Abstract— The article deals with diplomatic relations between the East of the Republic of Uzbekistan and developed industrial countries of the East. The 

socio-economical, political and humanitarian cooperation between Uzbekistan and Republic of Korea is studied comparably to foreign experience. The managment 

system of the capital which was created by the Republic of Korea and prospects of its transformation to Uzbekistan were discussed in the article. The work on the 

implementation of the Smart Town System in the nearest future in Tashkent has been discussed. 

Index Terms— diplomatic relations, industrial state, transformation processes, foreign experience, Korean-Uzbek cooperation, capital managment system, 

Smart town, viritual governance. 

——————————      —————————— 

1 INTRODUCTION                                                                     

fter establishing the independence of Uzbekistan, it was 

decided to establish a thorough foreign policy that would 

correspond to its national interests, to join the world 

community, to build up political, diplomatic, economic, 

scientific and technical, cultural relations with foreign countries. The 

independence of the state depends on the strengthening of its 

independence, the security, stability and prosperity of the country 

and the nation, largely related to a wise long-term solution.  It was 

not easy to solve. The complexity of the matter was that in the period 

of Soviet Union, the foreign policy, foreign affairs, and foreign trade 

were carried out by the central authorities of Moscow. Uzbekistan 

was a closed country that could not have direct contact with the 

world. They did not have the experience of conducting foreign 

policy, although they did not have people who know about world 

diplomacy and foreign economic activity. In addition,  there was no 

higher education institution in the country. The leaders of Uzbekistan 

had to start the multifunctional work in this area from the very 

beginning. 

2    MAIN PART 

 

In the period  of independence, the first President of the Republic of 

Uzbekistan paid attention to the foreign policy issues. Islam Karimov 

defined the rules of independent foreign policy in his "Uzbekistan's 

independence and the way of development" and other works. Laws 

regulating foreign trade and foreign economic relations of the 

Republic have been adopted.  The "Principles of Foreign Policy 

Activity of the Republic of Uzbekistan", "On Foreign Investments 

and Foreign Investors" and other laws can be example to regulatory 

documents. The supremacy of international law in domestic law has 

been reflected in the legislative activities of the Republic. Ministries 

and institutions providing foreign policy have been established. 

Foreign Ministry, Ministry of Foreign Economic Relations, 

Investments and Trade, National Bank for Foreign Economic 

Activity and specialized foreign trade firms can be example to this. 

The University of World Economy and Diplomacy, the Academy of 

Public Administration under the President of the Republic of 

Uzbekistan and other universities have been training specialists for 

foreign policy and foreign economic activities.  

Foreign policy doctrine, such as  peace and calmness has 

been an important factor in establishing diplomatic relations with 

many countries around the world. According to the latest statistic 

information, more than 130 countries have established diplomatic 

relations with Turkey.  

Among them are industrially developed countries such as 

India, Indonesia, South Korea, Malaysia, Japan and Singapore. 

Currently, Uzbekistan's cooperation with foreign countries is rapidly 

increasing. 

In the first years of independence, the establishment of 

diplomatic relations with the developed countries of the East, in the 

conditions provided for the successful implementation of the 
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important mission of the state was a reason to begin new era. This 

brave step was in March 1992. Diplomatic relations between 

Uzbekistan and the Republic of Korea have been established. The 

Republic of Korea recognized the independence of our state on 

December 30, 1991. Diplomatic relations between the two countries 

began on January 29, 1992. During this time, 14 summits were held 

with the participation of the leaders of the two countries. In 2006, 

“the Republic of Uzbekistan and the Republic of Korea signed a 

Joint Declaration” on Strategic Partnership. This event has led to a 

new level of bilateral cooperation in political, trade, economic, 

investment and cultural spheres.  

The countries are also actively developing cooperation in the 

field of inter-parliamentary relations. For example, in 1995 the 

"Korea - Uzbekistan" Parliamentary Friendship Association was 

established at the National Assembly of the Republic of Korea. Since 

2005, the Inter-Parliamentary Group on cooperation with the 

National Assembly of the Republic of Korea has been operating. The 

mutual visits of delegations between the two countries are 

expanding. Ministers of foreign affairs are regularly carry out 

cooperation within political and international consultations.   

The first official visits between Korea and Uzbekistan were 

held that year. On June 19, 1992 the first President of the Republic of 

Uzbekistan Islam Karimov came with  an official visit to the 

Republic of Korea. This time, the two countries laid the foundation 

for economic, trade, cultural and technical cooperation. The 

Declaration "On the Interstate Relations and Collaboration between 

Uzbekistan and the Republic of Korea" was signed. Agreements on 

trade-economic transformation, guarantees to Korean businessmen, 

which invest in the development of Uzbekistan's economy, were 

signed. Long-term plans for co-operation in culture, education, mass 

media, travel and sports have been identified. The leadership of 

DEAWOO Corporation in the Republic of Korea agreed to build a 

car plant in Asaka, Andijan Province. In 1992-1996, the Uzbek-

Korean Joint-Stock Company "UzDEAWOO Auto" was designed 

and constructed. The factory began producing cars on 25 March 

1995. By this, Uzbekistan became the world's 28th automobile 

manufacturer. Within a short time, such cars as Nexia, Tico, Damas, 

Matiz were produced. UzAvtoSanoat is developed rapidly. At the 

same time, Uzbekistan has closely cooperated with the Korean 

“Kabul Textile” Company. Over the past period, the company has 

invested more than 250 million in Uzbekistan. Joint ventures of 

"Kabul Textile" have been established in Tashkent, Toytepa and other 

cities and products became competitive and demanded. Until 1999, 

the Republic of Korea invested $ 1.2 billion in Uzbekistan. More 

than 70 Korean joint ventures have been established in Uzbekistan.  

The 21st century was to the beginning of a new era of 

cooperation between the two countries in all fields. Throughout the 

years of cooperation with Uzbekistan and the Republic of Korea 

gave an opportunity to complete perspective projects. The creation 

one  of the largest Ustyurt Gas Chemical Complex in Central Asia, 

was acknowledged as a high-profile example of Korea-Uzbekistan 

cooperation. On the eve of the 20th anniversary of Uzbekistan's 

independence, the first President of the Republic of Uzbekistan Islam 

Karimov and the President of the Republic of Korea, sir Lee Myung-

Bak, have laid the foundation for the Ustyurt Gas Chemical 

Complex.  

During the years of independence, the cooperation with the 

Republic of Korea has been rapidly developing over the past two 

years. In particular, in November 2017, Shavkat Mirziyoyev made an 

official visit to the Republic of Korea. In 2016 Korea-Uzbekistan 

trade turnover cost  1 billion US dollars. The share of South Korea in 

Central Asia is over 50%. This means that further cooperation for a 

new perspective needs to be accelerated. In addition to this, in 2017, 

several important agreements were signed between the two 

countries. 60 agreements were signed during the official visit of 

Shavkat Mirziyoyev to Seoul. The total amount of contracts is $ 8.94 

billion, including trade investment agreements. The trade turnover 

between the two states is $ 1.19 billion. It is also planned to 

implement projects between South Korea and Uzbekistan for 10-15 

years. 79 Uzbekistan’s factories over  461 are accredited. In order to 

finish it fully, it is needed  $ 4.5 billion for the gas processing sector 

and $ 312 million for the construction of a new terminal at the 

Tashkent International Airport. Certainly, in parallel with the 

economic cooperation, specific priorities and programs have been 

identified in the humanitarian area. In particular, it was agreed to 

improve the activities of the INHA University in Tashkent, establish 

a multidisciplinary children's clinic for 200 patients and establish 

new educational institutions in cooperation with 30 universities in 

the Republic of Korea. 
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7 CONCLUSION 

 

Certainly, cooperation with one of the most developed countries of 

the world have a positive impact on the future development of our 

country. Now, we should note one more important cooperation 

between the two countries. It is well known that public 

administration is the  most important thing in the countries of the 

world. Organization of the capital infrastructure and effective 

management system is one of the most important tasks in the field of 

public administration. The first paragraph of the "The Strategy of 

Action ", which came into force on February 7, 2017, is also a legal 

basis for the transformation processes to be undertaken in this area. 

There is the most innovative office system in the Seoul 

administration management system of the Republic of Korea. The 

introduction of the latest system which has been widely publicized in 

June 2017 is now recognized by our government as an important 

taskand tried to bring it in public administration system.  

Mayor of Seoul Pak Von Sun said that this system is the latest 

innovation in administration of the capital of our country, which will 

further ensure transparency of public administration and immediate  

resolution of citizens' appeals.   

Currently,  a delegation of Seoul has visited Tashkent several times. 

At the same time, Seoul mayor Kim Yu Shik who has 20 years of 

experience in the field of ICT has been appointed an adviser to 

Tashkent city mayor. He will be responsible for the introduction of 

information and communication technologies into the system of 

capital administration. The main task of the consultant is to create a 

center for urban management in Tashkent, as an alternative to Seoul. 

A year later, it will be possible to observe the situation in the online 

mode through the center of the city's utility, town-planning, fire 

safety and emergency response systems. The cameras on the streets 

are also connected to him. This will undoubtedly provide a 

transformation of the existing system of management in Seoul to 

Tashkent for Uzbekistan.  

In short, the close cooperation of Uzbekistan with the state of the 

East as the Republic of Korea will help to exchange experiences in 

many areas and bring the news to the state and society. 
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