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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

 

 

ccording to the definition by UNESCO Distance 

Learning represents an approach, which is intended to 

enable access to education and training provision, 

overcoming the constraints of time and place and 

providing flexible learning opportunities to learners and 

groups of learners. 

Michael Moore, the director of The American 

Center for the Study of Distance Education, states that 

"Distance education is planned learning that normally 

occurs in a different place from teaching and as a result 

requires special techniques of course design, special 

instructional techniques, special methods of 

communication by electronic and other technology, as 

well as special organizational and administrative 

arrangements". 

The definition given by The ITC (Instructional 

Telecommunications Council) states that "The process 

of extending learning, or delivering instructional 

resource-sharing opportunities, to locations away from a 

classroom, building or site, to another classroom, 

building or site by using video, audio, computer, 

multimedia communications, or some combination of 

these with other traditional delivery methods." 

Distance Learning is not a new phenomenon, 

as it exists more than 100 years. Due to the development 

of regular mail service in the beginning of 1830s there 

were some faces of Distance Learning as means of 

correspondence courses, prepackaged study plans and 

sometimes, a measure of accountability or certification. 

However, the difficulty of communication vie mail 

service because of its slowness obstructed it from 

further development. In spite of that the advances in v 

ideotaping opened new opportunities to correspondence 

courses and enabled students to watch video lectures. 

But opportunities for correspondence courses were still 

limited until the era of personal computers In the 1980s, 

the development of video and audio conferencing added 

new opportunities and enabled a real live interaction 

between students and teachers. Nevertheless, most of the 

equipment at that time was either quite expensive, 

difficult to use, or limited in format; therefore, the 

development of distance learning still remained limited 

by the late 1990s when the Internet started prospering. 

The Internet contributed to the development of 

technology that was necessary to provide information in 

any format and enable inexpensive, easy and convenient 

communication between students and teachers. As a 

result, Distance Learning has become the essential part 

of education's future. 

 

II. TECHNOLOGY AND DELIVERY 

METHODS 

 

There are different methods of delivering Distance 

Learning which include print, email and facsimile, video 

conferencing, interactive video technology, audio 

graphics, teleconferencing, audio conferencing and the 

Internet  Therefore, they can be divided into 3 main 

categories namely non-internet based technologies. 

Internet courses using synchronous computer-based 

instruction and Internet courses using asynchronous 

computer-based instruction. 

A 
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 The delivery methods with non-internet based 

technologies include a prerecorded video and audiotape, 

which can be distributed locally or via public television. 

In addition, there are other methods like a live 

presentation through the radio, satellite or cable which 

enable students to give feedback and ask questions live. 

Synchronous communication in Distance Learning via 

the Internet is a method in which students and teachers 

interact live by using different types of Internet-based 

communications that are also known as levels. One of 

them is chatting which is a text- based level and requires 

both students and teachers to be quick typists due to 

number of students. That is why, chatting is often used 

as a supplement. Furthermore, there are a lot of 

applications like Class Point that enable live video and 

audio between teachers and students, live chat, file 

sharing and a shared whiteboard which is used 

simultaneously by both students and teachers. The 

applications like this can create a full classroom 

experience regardless of location, but it is bound to time 

as the interaction takes place live. 

 Asynchronous communication in Distance 

Learning is a type of delivery method which is not 

bound to both location and time. Additionally, this type 

of communication does not require any special software 

or equipment installed in both sending and receiving end 

points so any computer connected to the Internet is 

enough. There are applications like Blackboard which 

enable course creation, posting schedules, delivering 

content, tracking homework and grades, and threaded 

discussions via forums, blogs, etc. Course content are 

delivered by online books, links to useful websites, 

streaming video and audio, etc. Briefly, synchronous 

communication is the most popular type of Distance 

Learning." 

There are a lot of promises of Distance 

Learning most of which are financial in nature. More 

and more universities and colleges are striving to save 

money by delivering their Distance Learning Programs 

to those who are unable to attend classes due to 

constraints like time, location, etc. This can be explained 

with the theory of Distance Learning which states that as 

the size of class increases, there will be no additional 

costs incurred. Consequently, the number of universities 

and colleges that deliver their Distance Learning 

Programs is rapidly increasing year by year. In the 

article by Burton Bollag and Martha Ann Overland 

(2001), there is information about the fact that even 

universities in developing countries like China, Brazil, 

Argentina and Malaysia started delivering their Distance 

Learning Programs because of increasing enrollments 

and a lack of physical building place. In China, 

universities provide 1.5 million students with Distance 

Learning Programs by utilizing non-internet based 

technologies like radio and television.'" 

 Furthermore, the statistics show that Distance 

Learning is delivered by both for-profit and non-profit 

colleges and universities and was the $3.5 billion 

industry in 2002 which was expected to grow to $7 

billion in the United States and $25 billion worldwide 

by 2003." According to the conservative estimates, the 

worldwide E-Learning industry is currently worth over 

38 billion euros. In terms of enrollment, it is estimated 

that about 3.5 million students took part in E-Learning 

at institutions of higher education in the United States 

by 2006 which increased to 5.6 million students in 2009 

with an increase of about 1 million from 2008 to 2009. 

This confirms that the E-Learning industry is very big 

and there is a high demand for its which is rapidly 

increasing year by year. 

 

III. SWOT ANALYSIS 

 

A conventional wisdom is a very strong advantage. This 

is also true for Distance Learning in Uzbekistan. It is 

undeniable that Distance Learning is not a new concept 

for developed countries in Western America and Europe 

or even in some Asian countries like Japan and South 

Korea. However, it is still a developing trend in most 

countries especially in developing countries like 

Uzbekistan. Actually, there is currently no university in 

Uzbekistan, which owns this technology. This is 

because most universities in Uzbekistan lack 

infrastructure in their traditional education itself and 

ways of teaching. Therefore, there is nothing can be said 

about Distance Learning However, Westminster 
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International University in Tashkent has the capability 

to deliver its Distance Learning courses. By being the 

first to develop this technology, the university will have 

a strong advantage over other universities in the market. 

In addition, the university currently has a very strong 

reputation in Uzbekistan. This can be seen from the fact 

that the number of students is rapidly increasing year by 

year. Apart from that, the university has some 

experience with providing electronic study materials, for 

example, it has its own Intranet, Webmail and Student 

Record System where students can download lecture 

and tutorial materials, view their marks for exams and 

course works and can be aware of latest news and events 

at the university. 

The proposed system will mostly reflect the 

current traditional education at the university and will 

provide asynchronous communication between students 

and teachers. The system will have all the necessary 

features like course registration, module registration, 

forum for discussing different issues, online course 

work submissions, online mark publishing, streaming 

video and audio, and profile management that arc 

needed to provide university's Distance Learning 

Programs via asynchronous communication 

There are also some weaknesses of the 

proposed distance learning system. For example, the 

proposed system will not include some important 

functionality like video and audio conferencing which 

are one of the main parts of a typical distance Warning 

system In addition, the admin panel will only have 

limited functionalities. Therefore, it might lead to some 

inconveniences in maintenance of the proposed system. 

 

IV. CONCLUSIONS 

 

The system can be enriched with video and audio 

conferencing in the future as these functionalities can 

undoubtedly increase the quality of teaching and can 

significantly broaden learning opportunities particularly 

for rural people and can complement another 

functionality namely online exam. Another functionality 

namely auto-generating online timetable can be 

integrated into the system in the future, which can also 

be useful especially for the staff as this can prevent 

crashes in lectures and tutorials from happening. In 

addition, the proposed system does not include the 

functionality of online contract payment now, as this is 

currently not possible because of governmental 

regulations. Therefore, students have to come to the 

university once each year to pay their contracts. 

However, this might be possible in the near future as the 

Internet is increasingly becoming very important part of 

people s life because it ensures easy maintenance, 

convenience, security, etc. It should be kept in mind that 

the proposed system will be only for people living in 

Uzbekistan. However, the system can be expanded in 

collaboration with other international universities in the 

future. 
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